
UPDATE: Amended Act Assures Zoning 
October 18, 2018 
 
Dear Neighbours and Friends: 
 
On October 11, 2018, Bill 58, which includes amendments to the Planning 
and Development Section  (page 118)  of the Municipal Government Act (MGA) 
gained Royal Assent. When proclaimed, the Act will require all municipalities in 
the Province throughout their municipalities to have Municipal Planning 
Strategies (MPS) including mandatory requirements and Land Use Bylaws (LUB) 
which are implemented through zoning. The provincial government, through the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs, not the municipalities, will have ultimate control over 
the MPS/LUB process even at its earliest stages by writing the regulations. See 
214 (4). Consequently, there will be zoning in all of the Province. 
 
What does this mean for the Granville Road process? There were no changes 
to  establishing an Area Advisory Committee and what its job is. Since there will 
be zoning, the two questions posed by Mr. Dunphy, the County Planner, at the 
first Area Advisory Committee meeting seem redundant. They were: 
 

1. Do you want a Municipal Planning Strategy (MPS) which would be the 
basis for creating a Land Use By-law (LUB)? 

2. What areas of the proposed planning area have a majority of inhabitants 
who want this? 

 
Actual work on the MPS/LUB should await the new regulations in Spring, 2019 
when the Act is proclaimed. Until that time, the Area Advisory Committee's 
accumulation of background information for preparing the MPS such as asset 
mapping, public meetings, surveys and other forms of outreach are of paramount 
importance. Having all of this information available by the Spring will expedite the 
MPS process. We believe the Committee should meet on a defined monthly 
schedule, so this information can be compiled effectively and in a manner to 
which we hope to contribute. 
 
By taking the initiative, the Habitation Community has already begun the process 
as it has already done significant outreach. It also has created a template that 
can be followed. This area from Mills Mountain Road to the Habitation is of 
special historical/cultural significance, like the Grand Pre Zone in King's County, 
and its adult inhabitants want it to be zoned similarly. We believe that what the 
Habitation Community wants is basically what most people on the Granville Road 
want while allowing for differing needs by community. We want to protect our 
community's beauty and history, quality of life, property values and encourage 
family farming, small/home-based business and tourism. We don't want land use 
that would have a negative impact on our community. This would include 
industries such as commercial water/mineral extraction and factory farms. 
 



We have been told that the Department of Municipal Affairs will be doing 
presentations/consultations about changes to the Act throughout the Province. 
The community would surely benefit if the  Committee invited the departmental 
planner for our area to hold such a public meeting here. 
 
Regards, 
Wayne Currie, President 
Granville Road Ratepayers Association 
 
Please note: Granville Ratepayers is an all-volunteer association. We work 
hard to fact check all information contained in this newsletter and on our 
website. We welcome all comments and suggestions. 
 


